
1965



flrit Progrqvvt

S' Srr"uruly b"li"otuJ

TO THE RIVER PEOPLE WHO THROUGH THE YEARS

MADE POSSIBTE THE CONTINUED GROWTH AND

DEVELOPMENT OF MINNESOTA . .  .

TO THE THEATRE PIONEERS WHO NAVIGATED THE

MISS]SSIPPI RIVER TO BRING CULTURE AND

ENTERTAINMENT TO THE FRONTIERSMAN AND

SETTLERS OF MIDWESTERN AMERICA . . .

TO THE SPIRIT OF THE SHOWBOAT WHICH HAS

BECOME A CHERISHED AND UNFORGETTABLE

PART OF OUR AMERICAN HERITAGE . . .

TO THE MINNESOTA STATEHOOD CENTENNIAL WHICH

PROVIDED THE OPPORTUNITY TO KEEP ALIVE

SHOWBOAT TRADITIONS . .  .



HIER.tr, CONttr,S THE
SHO\MtsOAITI

This fomil ior cry probobly f i rsf  rong ouf

during rhe fol l  of  1817 when Nooh Ludlow

ond his compony of octors purchosed o

flot-bottomed boot ot Oleon on the Alle-
gheny River,  chr istened i t  oppropriotely
NOAH'S ARK, ond set out to eniertoin set-
tlers on Americo's frontier rivers. NOAH'S
ARK wos not o true showboot, however; it
served merely os o meons of t ronsporl ing
the ployers from town fo town where they
performed in publ ic hol ls.

A highly successful  octor,  Wil l iom Chop-
mon, Sr. ,  designed ond bui l t  the f i rst  reol
showboot ot Pi t tsburgh in l83l  .  l t  wos on
unpretent ious offoir  resembling o borge
with o smol l  rectongulor house on i t .  His
fomily steered CHAPMAN'S FLOATING
THEATER down the Ohio ond Mississippi
Rivers, stopping in one ploce os long os
sufiicient oudiences ottended ond poid
their odmissions of vegeiobles, meot, fruit,
f resh mi lk ond, in rore instonces, cosh.

Within f ive yeors Chopmon hod omossed
enough weolth to purchose o r iver steom-
er.  His new showboot become o common
sight on midwestern r ivers, ond thus on in-
stitution wos born os ,Americo took the
showboot concept to its heort.

In the ensuing yeors, mony other show-
boots followed in the woke of CHAPMAN'S
FLOATING THEATER. During the "golden
oge" of showbooting ofter the Civil Wor,
showboots of ol l  k inds ond sizes brought
Broodwoy ploys, minstrel shows, circuses,

ond light operos to riverside citizens from

Pittsbuigh to St. Louis, from New Orleons
to St.  Poul.

As the tempo of Americon life begon to in-

creose, one by one the showboots disop-
peored. Peopie hod no t ime for such o

ieisurely post ime, ond by 1910 only 26

boots weie teft on the rivers. In 1938, only
five remoined; showbooiing wos neorly
reduced to o few pictures in some books

ond the fond memories of its followers.

Fortunotely, the memories do remoin. The

nomes of the greot riverboots con stil l

produce o romontic ond gentle -twinge
ft  nostolgio-WATER QUEEN, SUNNY

SOUTH, NCW SENSATIONS, DIXIANA,

RIVER MAID, DELTA QUEEN, MAJESTIC,

ond THE COTTON BLOSSOM (immortol-

ized in Edno Ferber's novel Showboot)'

Lost yeor THE GOLDENROD, moored in

St. Louis, wos olmost totolly destroyed by

fire; the old MAJESTIC, now the property

of indiono University, stil l operotes on the

Ohio; West Virginio, inspired by Minneso-

to's exomple, is remodel ing on old. boot

in celebroiion of its 1963 Centenniol' The

steomer SPRAGUE, big sister of THE GEN-

ERAL JOHN NEWTON, is PermonentlY
moored in Vicksburg ond feotures perfor-

monces of melodromo during eoch Morch'

The MINNESOTA CENTENNIAL SHOW-

BOAT completes the list of river bools now

beginning io revive the colorful trodition

of showbooting.



TTilE
Gtr,NBR,AN- JOfr{N Ntr,\MTON

THE GENERAL JOHN NEWTON hod o
voried ond interesting coreer during her
fifty-eight yeors of service from 1899 to
1957. She functioned os o poirol boot ond
os o freight, moil, ond possenger pocket.
Her decks occommodoted mony Congres-
sionol committeemen ond fhree presidents
of the United Stotes-Herbert Hoover,
Horry S Trumon, ond Dwight D. Eisenhower.

ln 1956, when plons were budding for
Minnesoto's Centenniol commemorotion, o
diligent effort wos mode to secure on old
sternwheel river pocket for use os o trovel-
ing theotre to ploy Minnesotq river towns
during the Centenniol yeor. Letters ond
telegroms were dispotched to oll stofes
where o river boot might be ovoiloble. All
replies were unfovoroble.

The seorch hod been obondoned when
word come thot one of the few remoining
sternwheel boots hod been retired from
octive service ond relegoted to on ignoble,
useless old oge. The U. S. Corps of Engi-
neers hod decreed thot the vesselwos to be
given to on educotionol, religious, or chori-

toble institution if the institution would but
move her from New Orleons to o ploce
designoted by the new owner. After much
persuosion, the boot wos finolly oworded
to the University of Minnesoto, ond on April
3, 1958, the GENERAL JOHN NEWTON
come to rest in Twin Cities woters.

Upon orrivol ot the University's dock, the
boot wos subiected to o rigorous foce-lift-
ing. The centrol portion of the boot wos
stripped owoy ond the present beoutiful
little theotre constructed. Funds for the re-
modeling come from two primory sources:
University Theotre box office receipts ond
the Centenniol Commission. With the help
of lobor, enthusiqsm ond tolent contribu-
ted by hundreds of individuols, o dreom
become o reolity: the formol opening took
pfoce on Jvne 24, 1958, with o successful
production of Under fhe Goslight. Since
thot evening, there hos seldom been qn
empty seot for o performonce. The old
river pocket hos performed well in her iob
of reinstoiing ond continuing one of the
most picturesque forms of Americon the-
otre-showbooting.

ihb^r -1



T-INDtrR. Tfr{tr GASLNGHT

There ore mony reosons why lJnder the

Gaslight wos chosen os the first ploy to be
given o second seoson on the Showboot.

The mosi obvious wos thot literolly hun-

dreds of people who sow the 1958 produc-

tion hove osked us to repeot it. lt con olso

be ployed by the some compony thot ploys

Comille-not such on eosy ochievement os
mony suppose. But the moior reoson for

our choice is inherent in the old melodromo

itself. Goslight is o superb exomple of the
genre which willingly socrificed literory

volues for the soke of theotricol excitement
ond entertoinment. While we moy lough ot
the unbelievoble blend of excitement, senti-
ment, odventure, romonce, ond theotri-
colity, we connot help but odmire the
showmonship of its outhor, Augustin Doly,
who superbly fits the pieces together.

An immediote hit in New York when first
produced in 1867, the ploy soon swept the
noiion. Minnesotq got its first glimpse of
this "mosterpiece" with its thrilling roil-
rood scene in 1869 when it wos presented
by Mr. Jomes A. Ootes ot the St. poul

Opero House. According to the ecslotic
critic of fhe St. Poul Pioneer press:

"To soy thot the ploy wos o success

would be smoll tolk. lt wos o most

emphotic ond brilliont triumph, coll-

ing down thunders of opplouse .

The troin scene ot Shrewsbury Bend

wos literolly immense . . . "

Present doy criiics were olmost os enthus-
iostic when the show opened on the new

€entenniol Showbooi in 1958; for exom-
ple, John Horvey soid thot it

"grips the observer from beginning to

end, sends chil ls up his spine ond

threotens to open the floodgotes of

the eyes of even the hordiest gentle-

men."

Perhops the greotest compliment of oll

wos thoi poid by the citizens of Winono

on July 14, 1958. Not knowing the reoson

for the lote orrivol of the Showboot, they
lined the river bonks in onticipotion for
over two hours, helped the cost ond crew
to hostily ossemble the show, then loughed

ond opplouded. with undompened spirits
until well ofter midnight. Such enthusiosm

must hove brought ioy to the ghost of
Augustin Doly ond o nod of sotisfoction

from the spirit of Dionysus.



JAN TI.I.TN ANDIRSON

Jon is o senior  moior ing in music ot  lhe
Univers i f  y .  A Minneopol is  resident ,  she
hos oppeored most recent ly  in fhe Univer-
s i ty  Theotre Studio product ion of  Lo Be//e
Helene ond in the Opero Workshop pro-
duct ion of  Cosi  Fon lut t i .  Lost  summer she
wos seen in Bloomington Civ ic Theotre,s
highly successful  Wesl  Side Storv.

M'CHAEL CARR'ER

Mike  i s  o  Un i ve rs i l y  sen io r  mo io r i ng  i n
mus i c  who  hos  been  seen  on  compus  i n  o
vor ie ly of  Opero Workshop product ions os
we l l  os  i n  t he  h i gh l y  r ego rded  [ o  Be l / e
Helene.  He hos olso oppeored wi th the St .
Pou l  l i gh t  Ope ro  Compony  i n  t he i r  p ro -
duct ion o{  lo lonthe ond in lhe summer of. |962 

he wos o member of  the Stogecooch
Ployers.

8A'N EOEH[KE

Boin wos in rhe 1958 Showboot cost  of
Under the Gosl ight  ond wos recip ient  of
the 1959 undergroduote oct ing oword.
Dur ing the 1961-62 seoson he wos wi th
lhe Ber l in lnternot ionol  Theotre.  A sopho-
more ot  the Univers i ty ,  he oppeored in the
Twin Ci ty oreo most recent ly  in the The_
otre-On-The-Rood product ion of  Cup of
Trembl ing.

WAYNE DYORAK

Woyne hos been performing in the Twin
Cit ies oreo s ince 1956. Winner of  los l
yeor 's  undergroduote oct ing oword for  h is
role in fhe 8i rds,  he olso oppeored in the
1962 Showboot product ions of  Rip Von
Winkle ond The Merry Wives of  Windsor.
Most recenl ly  he wos seen in the Univers i ly
Theotre product ion of  Henry lV,  port  l .

q
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GAII ENG[UND

Business monoger ond ossistont  d i reclor
of  th is yeor 's  compony,  Goi l  is  o groduoie
of  Augustono Col lege ot  Rock ls lond,
l l l inois.  For the post  ocodemic yeor she
hos been secrelory lo Mr.  Whit ing ond o
groduote student in theqtre.  She oppeored
in numerous product ions ot  Augustono ond
lost  summer wos wi th the Block Hi l ls  Ploy-
house.

JAMES HORSW'[[

Jim, o groduote studenf f rom Minneopol is ,
toured the North Centrql  s totes in 1958
ond 1959 in foming of  the Shrew ond
Ihe Rivols ond wos wi th the 1960 ond
l96l  Showboot componies.  In oddi t ion to
pfoying ro les in Henry lY,  Port  l ,  Murder
in lhe Cothedrol, ond lo Belle He/ene
lhis seoson he is  the norrotor  of  Your
Nove/ on KUOM.

STEPHTN IUNDGREN

Steve hoi ls  f rom Minneopol is .  He received
his B.A.  f rom Gustqvus Adolphus Col lege
where he wos oct ive in lheofre ond ployed
o voriety of roles. Now o groduote stu-
dent ot lhe University of Minnesoto, he
hos oppeored mosl  recenl ly  on Scot t  Hol l
sfqge in productions ol Henry lV, Port I
qnd Murder in the Cothedrol.

TUL'E HUTCH'SON

Now o senior  f rom Minneopol is ,  Jul ie
tronsferred from Lowrence College where
she ployed moior  ro les in lhe Good Wo-
mon ol  Sefzuon ond look Homeword.
Angel .  Since her orr ivol  ot  the Univers i ty
she hos oppeored in The privote LiIe ol
lhe Moster Roce ond fhe Rose lofoo.
Dur ing the summer of  1962, she performed
wifh the Stogecooch Ployers.



KAIHI-EEN McCREERY

Kothy is  o l ronsfer  s iudenl  f rom Huron
Co l l ege ,  Sou th  Doko fo ,  ond  o  F reshmon
Scho lo r sh ip  ond  Mosque rs  Scho lo r sh ip
w inne r  o t  t he  Un i ve rs i t v  whe re  she  hos
been seen in Ihe 8i rds,  The Pr ivote Li {e
of  lhe Mosler  Roce, Ihe Sheepwel l ,  ond
Love's Lobour 's los l .  Lost  summer she wos,
L i t t l e  Mo ry  Sunsh ine  o f  B ro i ne rd ' s  O ld
Ope ro  House .

GARY PARKER

Gory is  o Univers i ty  Theotre Scholorship

winner ond post  president  of  the locol

chopler  of  the Not ionol  Col legiote Ployers,

os wel l  os the recip ient  of  the 1963 Oscor

Firk ins serv ice oword.  A member of  the

1962 Stogecooch Ployers,  h is oppeoronces

in Univers i ty  pfoys include The Pr ivote Li fe

of  lhe Moster Roce ond IheY Sow the

Whole Zoo.

YVONNE /l4cELROY

Evie is  o groduofe student f rom Bettendorf ,
lowo, who hos oppeored in summer stock
in l l l inois ond in two of f -Broodwoy ploys.
She hos been Scot i  Hol l  s toge monoger
for  the post  lwo yeors ond in 1962 wos
o member of  the Showboot Compony.
She received the Groduote Actress Aword
in  1962  ond  1963 .  She  i s  o  McKn igh t  op -
pointee for  the 1964 seoson.

SUSAN PEARSON

Susie hos performed wi th such groups os
the Tulso Li t t le  Theotre,  The Moppet Ploy-
ers ond The Minneopol is  Reportory The-
otre.  Her ro les hove included performon-

ces in fhe Boy Fr iend ond I  Am A Comero.

Her mosl  recent  oppeoronces wi lh the Uni-

vers i ly  Theofre hove been in look Home-

word, Angel, Peter Pon, ond fhe fempesf.



LINDER- THtr GASLNGft{T
o totol ly or iginol  ond picturesque dromo of

LNFtr, AND LOVE NN T'[{ESE TNA{ES
in 5 octs

by Augustin Doly

CAST AND CHARACTERS IN ORDER, OF APPEARANCE

presents

RAY TRAFFORD (one of the New York "bloods")
PEARL CORTLAND (pretty, but no heort)

MRS. VAN DAM (one of the Voices of Society)
SUE EARLY (one of the echoes of the Voice)
LAURA CORTLAND (the Belle of Society)
MARTIN (Louro's Servont)
SNORKEY (A Returned Veteron, estqblished os o Soldier

Messenger, but open to onything Else)
BYKE (whom the Low is olwoys reoching for but never Touches)
tlZZlE LISTON (onother echo of the Voice)
PEACHBLOSSOM (o Girl who wos never "Brought Up")
OLD JUDAS (the risht Hond of Byke)
BERMUDAS (one of the undercrusi, o sidewolk

Prince, with o "Bonio sworry")
SIGNALMAN (ot Shrewsbury Bend)
THE PIANIST (sl im, but duroble)

THE UNIVERSITY OF 'NINNESOTA THEATRE
OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF SPEECH AND THEATRE ARTS

merchont

STAGED BY:

SETTINGS BYI

Mr. Boehlke

Miss McCreery

Miss Ullmon

Mrs. Peorson

Miss Hutchison

Mr. Pepperdine

Mr. Lundgren

Mr. Horswill
Miss Anderson

Miss Wiskerchen
Miss McElroy

Mr. Pross

Mr. Dvorok

Mr. Porker

Mr. Fronk Whiting

Mr. Wendoll Josql

SCENES
ACT I:

ACT I I :
ACT I I I :
ACT IV:

ACT V:

Scene l: Porlor ot the Cortlonds
Scene 2: The Blue Room ot Delmonico's

lnterior of o Bosemenl

Foot of Pier 30, North River, ofternoon

Scene l: Porlor ot the Cortlqnds
Scene 2: A lonely spot neor the roqd lo Shrewsbury
Scene 3: Roilrood Stotion ol Shrewsbury Bend

An elegonl boudoir ql Cortlond's coltoge, Long Bronch

COSTUMES ,{ND OLIOS BY:
Mr. Robert Mouhon

DANCE ASSISTANT:
Miss Solly Roberson



WARREN PEPPERD'NE

From Boise,  ldoho, Worren hos been seen
in  numerous  p roduc t i ons  o t  l he  Un i ve rs i t y
of  Woshington,  the Port lond Civ ic Theotre
ond the Univers i ty  Theotre.  His odopfo-
t ion of  Lo Bel le Helene wos presented on
the 1962-63 Premiere Product ion Ser ies,
ond our current  oroduct ion of  Comi/ le is
his l ronslot ion.  He is o Ph.D. condidcte in
lheotre,

PAIIIELA ULLMAN

Pom is o sophomore f rom Kinney,  Minne-
soto,  ond o Freshmon Scholorship ond
Michoel  Swifko Aword winner.  Her ro les
with lhe Univers i ty  Theotre hove included
performonces in lhe Rose Tol too,  The
Sheepwel/ ,  ond Murder in lhe Cothedrsl .
She wqs o member of  the 1962 Stoge-
cooch Ployers.  5he received the Young
People 's Theotre oct ing oword for  I963.

SAII.Y ROBERSON

After  groduot ing f rom ihe Univers i ty  of
Ar izono, Sol ly  went to Ber l in,  Germony,
where she s ludied modern donce ond wos
qci ive in the Ber l in Internot ionol  Theolre.
A groduote student st  Minnesolo,  she
hos performed in fhe Rose fo l foo ond
Love's Lobour 's Losf .  She is  ossis lonl
choreogropher os wel l  qs on octress for
the 1963 Showboot Compony.

DAV'D PRASS

Dov id  i s  o  f om i l i o r  f i gu re  i n  Tw in  C i t i es
lheotre,  hoving oppeored wi th the Minne-
opol is  Repertory Theotre,  the Bloomington
Civ ic Theotre ond the St .  Louis Pork Civ ic
Theotre.  A studenl  ot  the Michoel  Chekov
Studio i rom 1957 to 

' l959,  
he hos been

seen in fhe Pr ivote Li fe of  the Mosier  Roce,
Henry lV,  Port  l ,  ond lhe Rose fot too.

ELIZABETH WISKERCHEN

Betty wos o member of  the 1958 Cen-
tenniol  Compony who performed then,  os
now, in ihe ro le of  Peochblossom in Under
the Gosl ight .  Since thot  t ime she hos op-
peored in the Univers i ty  Theqtre produc-
t ion of  lhe Rivols.  Whi le o student ot
River Fol ls  Col lege,  she wos seen in o
vor iety of  ro les,  inc luding Jul ief  ond Lody
Mocbeth.



CANTNI-I-E

For severql  yeors the ghost of Comil le

hos hounted the Showboot,  begging to

be heord. We f inol ly gove in to her

pleo for l i fe becouse the ploy, l ike the

fomous courteson herself ,  is a thing more

sinned ogoinst thon sinning. Scorned

ot first os immorol, Comille wos next dis-

missed by the reol ists os romqntic sent i-

mentol i ty.  l t  cont inued to l ive, however,

becouse oudiences ond greot qctresses

(Bernhordt,  Borrymore, Gorbo, ond so

mony others) were enchonted by i t .  Fi-

nol ly in our own shottered ond disi l lu-

sioned oge even ihe cr i t ics ore begin-

ning to f ind surpr is ing ond lost ing meri t

in the old piece. Henry Jomes, os usuol

oheod of his t ime, reql ized this when he

wrote:

"Written ot twenty-five, Ia Dome

qux Come/ios remoins in i ts com-

binot ion of f reshness ond form, of

the feel ing of the spr ingt ime of l i fe

ond the sense of the condit ions of

the fheotre, o singulor,  on oston-

ishing product ion. .  .  .  l t  hos

o chorm thot nothing con vulgorize.

i t  is ol l  chompogne ond teors-

f resh perversity, f resh credulity,

fresh possion, f resh poin."

ln o world where mon seems less import-

qnt thon rockets, technology, or the

bombs thot moy be destined to destroy

him, the love ond romontic sorrow of

Comil le moy seem os old-foshioned os o

6ssntry rood in o world of super free-

woys. And yet,  is there o mon in ol l  h is

lonel iness who does not think of love ond

wish the world were more thon concrete

ond tol l  bui ldings? Moybe thot 's whot

theotre is for, to creote o corner to re-

mind us of beouty, to regret its froility,

ond speok of love. In doing this,  theotre

procloims mon more imporlont thon

bui ldings, mochines, ond bombs. Bui ld-

ings con' t  lough, mochines hove no teqrs

for crying, ond bombs don't love.



THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA THEATRE

OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF SPEECH AND THEATRE ARTS

Presents

CANI N [-LW

by Alexonder Dumos, fils

fronsloled and Adapted by Worren Pepperdine

CAST

Boron de Vorvi l le,  Arntond's r ivol

Nonine, Marguerile's housekeeper

Michette, Gusfoye's fioncee

Morguerite Goutier, o courfeson

Olympe, Soinf-Goudens' misfress

Soint-Goudens, o rou6

Prudence, a mi l l iner

Goston, o playboy

Armond Duvol,  Morgueri te 's lover

Count de Giroy, Marguerite's friend

A coochmon

Gustove, onofher friend

Duvol, Sr., Armond's fother ..

Arthur

A messenger

Doctor

Anois, guesf ol Qlympe's porty

Esther, guesl of Olympe's party

A fody, guesf of Qlympe's porty

Fifi

Time: |848

SYNOPSIS OF SCENES:

ACT l: Scene l: Morguerite's Drowing Room; poris
Scene 2r The some, two doys loier

ACT ll: Scene l: The country cottoge ot Auleuil
Scene 2: Olympe's oportment; Poris
Scene 3: Morgueriie's Bedroom; poris, six monlhs loler

Worren Pepperdine
Yvonne McElroy

Kothleen McCreery
Elizobeih Wiskerchen

Pomelo Ul lmon
Stephen Lundgren

Solly Roberson
Woyne Dvorok

Dovid Pross
Boin Boehlke

Michoel Cori ier
Gary Porker

Jomes Horswil l
Boin Boehlke

Michoel Corrier
Michoel Corrier

Jon Ellen Anderson
. Suson Peorson

Julie Hutchison
.  Goi l  Englund

STAGED BY:
Fronk Whiting

TECHNICAL DIRECTION BY:
Lee Adey

SETTINGS BY:
Dohl  Delu

COSTUMES BY:
Beverly Worner



UNNVtrRSNTY THI]BATRE STA]F"T"

FRANK M WHITING

Mr. Whit ing received his M'A. from Utoh
ond his Ph.D. from Minnesoto. Technicql
Director of the Universi ty Theotre from
1937-43, he become Director in 1943 ond
Coptoin of the Showboot in 1958. He hqs
served os president of the North Centrol
Theot ie Associot ion, ond of the Americon
Educot ionol Theotre Associot ion, ond hos
port ic ipoted on the boqrd of directors of

ih" Not ionol Theotre Conference ond the
Americon Nqtionol Thectre ond Acodemy.
His  AN INTRODUCTION TO THE THEATRE
is o populor iext throughout the country.
Act ive in br inging the Tyrone Guthr ie The-
otre to Minneopol is,  Mr. Whit ing is o mem-
ber of i ts Boord of Directors'  He received
AETA's 1961-62 Eoves Aword for outstond-
ing conir ibut ion to educot ionol theotre.

LEE ADEY
After  receiv ing his B'A.  f rom Al legheny

Col leqe,  Mr.  Adey eqrned his M'A'  ot  Min-

n.sot i .  An instructor  in theotre ot  Cornel l

Univers i ly  in 1956-57,  he become Director '

Generol  Monoger o{  the Poul  BunYon

Ployhouse in 1957. Present ly Technicol .  Dir -

ecfor  for  the Univers i ty  Theotre,  he di rec-

led l l re Rose fof loo dur ing the 1962-63

seo50n.

ARIHUR H. BALLET

8 .S . ,  M .A .  ond  Ph .D .  g roduo te  o f  M inne -
soto,  Mr.  Bol let  wos Producer-Director  of
t he  V i r g i n i o  Museum Theo l re  i n  1957  ond

in  1958  he  he ld  on  oppo in imen t  w i t h  t he

Fo rd  Foundo t i on .  H i s  Un i ve rs i t y  Theo t re

oroduct ion ol  The Motchmoker toured NE

Commond  f o r  USO ond  AETA i n  1961 .

He is execut ive secrelory of  o Rockefel ler

developmentol  proiect  for  odvonced

dromo reseorch.



UNNVtrRSXTY Tf{trATRtr, STAF=]F

KTNNETH L. GR.AHAM

Mr. Grohom received his B.A.  { rom lowo,
his M.A. f rom Northwestern ond his Ph.D.
f rom Utoh.  A member of  the Boord of
Direclors of  lhe Americon Not ionol  The-
olre,  he is  o lso Vice-President  of  AETA.
In 1960 he received o Ford Foundot ion
gront  ond o Director-Observership f rom
lhe New Dromot ists Commit lee.  He di rec-
ted Ihe Fonlost icks lh is post  seoson.

MERLE W. LOPPNOW

Mr. Loppnow is o groduote of  Minnesoto.
He become Stoge Monoger in 1949 ond
Business Monoger in 

. l954.  
He di rected

over 40 produci ions for  the St .  Poul  Penf-
house Ployers ond f rom 1940-43 wos pub-
l isher of  "Centre Ais le."  He hos di recfed
in the Studio ond Areno Theotres ond
hos olso been the di rector  o{  mony Young
People 's Univers i ty  Theotre Product ions.

WENDELL JOSAI.

Mr. Josol  received his B.A.  f rom Jomes-
town  Co l l ege  ond  h i s  M .A .  ond  Ph .D .  f r om
Northwestern.  Technicol  Director-Designer
since 

, l953,  
he become Scenic Designer in

1959 .  He  hos  des igned  mos t  mo jo r  p roduc -
t ions s ince 

. |953 
ond hos di rected Ihe

Gloss Menoger ie ond The lmportance ol
Eeing Eornesl .  He is  monoging di rector  of
the Slogecooch Ployers,

ROBERT A,IOUI,TON

Mr. Moul ton,  Ph.D.,  Minnesoto,  is  Costum.
er ond Choreogropher for  the Univers i ty
Theotre.  He hcs stoged musicol  numbers
f  or  Showboot product ions,  is  o d i rector
of  lhe Donce Repertory Compony,  hos
performed widely os o concert  doncer,
ond is  or t is t ic  d i rector  of  the Stogecooch
Ployers.  Af ter  spending lost  seoson
obrood, he di rected Loye's [obour 's  Iosf
in the 1962-63 seoson.



TH E UNNVERS NTY TH tr,ATR E

The Freshmon closs stoged the first the-

otricol entertoinment ot the University of

Minnesoto  in  I881.  The i r  humble  produc-

tion of fhe Lost loof generoted interest

which f inol ly developed the Universi ty Dro-

mot ics  C lub  in  1891.

Theotr icol  product ion wos not o simple

motter in those eorly doys. Theotres on

compus were ei ther unovoi loble or non-

existent ond funds were meoger. But the

students'  desire would not be denied. The-

otre groups sprong up wherever there

wos spoce ovoi loble for o stoge. Although

they were omoteurs, they were omofeurs

with spir i t  ond energy.

As student theotre octivity flourished on

ond off compus, the Extension Division

toured student componies os o meons of

populorizing the University in the northern

stotes. Soon the odministrotion instituted

courses in ploywriting ond dromotic criti-

cism, olthough productions were stil l spon-

sored ond finonced by student orgonizo-

tions.

When World Wor I ended, lorge numbers

of veterons enrolled ot the University ond

octivities increosed. More theotre courses

were odded for ocodemic credit, ond in

1919 Mrs. Ar iel  McNoughton Dingwol l

wos employed os full time theotre director.

Scott Holl become theotre heodquorters

in 1921. f n 1925, Lester Roines incorpor-

oted most of the orgonizotions into Minne-

soto Mosquers which, in 1928, Edword

Stoodt orgonized into the University Work-

shop Theotre, control l ing product ions ond

f inoncing of ol l  p loys on compus. A. Dole

Riley ond Professor F. M. Rorig trqnsformed

the Workshop into todoy's University The-

otre.

Although i t  wos o mere infont when i t

foced the devostoting depression of the

Thirties, the Theotre exponded ond flour-

ished during those frugol yeors. The num-

ber ond complexity of productions steodily

increosed; o technicol director, on ossist-

ont director, o business monoger, ond o

costumer were odded to the stoft to meet

growing demqnds.

Exponsion cont inued under the guidonce of

C. Lowell Lees from 1937 to 1943 when

Fronk M Whit ing wos nomed director.  Un-

der Dr. Whiting's leodership, the Univer-

sity Theotre hos experienced o "Golden

Ag.," thriving on its home ground ond win-

ning o not ionol ond internoi ionol reputo-

tion through tours in Fronce, Germony,

Brozil, Koreo, Okinowo, lcelond, Green-

lond, Newfoundlond, ond Loborodor.  One

of its crowning ochievements hos been the

ocquisition ond operotion of the Minnesoto

Centenniol Showboqt. A fine relotionship

with professionoltheotre in Minneopol is hos

been mode possible by McKnighi Foundo-

tion Fellowships which ollow selected stu-

den?s fo porticipote in the work of the Ty-

rone Guthrie Theotre.



F{ATS OF"F"VV

Showboot '63 ond the University Theotre

solute one of the outstonding theotricol

events of our century, the estoblishment,

in our own stote, of o greot professionol

theoire, the Tyrone Guthrie Theotre. This

is o theotre of striking significonce in the

long owoiled decentrolizotion of Brood-

woy. lts orchitecturol design emphosizes

the ploy ond the ployers while its non-

profit foundolion declores o dedicotion to

high ochievement in ort ond entertoinment

rother thon to the bosic gombling instinct

of showbusiness. Minnesoto hos become the

home of o theotre of stobility ond permo-

nence, o losting oddition to the lives of

everyone in our oreo who enjoys fine

things.

But in oddition to this, we hove speciol

reosons for being groteful to Sir Tyrone

ond his qssociotes. Through McKnight

Foundotion Fellowships, twelve of our stu-

dents hove olreody moved into the com-

pony. They hove been treoted with pro-

fessionol respect ond considerotion, o pro-

fessionol respect common to beginners ( in-

terns) in medicine, but o revolutionory con-

frost to the humil iot ion ond despoir  thot

most theotre groduotes foce when ottempi-

ing to crosh Broodwoy. The Guthrie The-

otre hos olso mode it possible for the Uni-

versity to offer on exciting theotre sym-

posium this summer, feoturing such nomes

os Douglos Compbell, Hume Cronyn, Rito

Gom, George Grizzord, Sir Tyrone Guthrie,

Herbert Heffner, Robert Lewis, Arthur Mil-

ler, Tonyo Moiseiwitsch, Oliver Reo, Jes-

sico Tondy, Gerold Weoles, ond Peter

Zeisler. But obove oll, the Guthrie Theotre

hos given us o stondord of theotricol excel-

lence, o gool of ochievement, ond o new

dedicotion io one of the oldest orts known

to mon. The University Theotre wishes io

extend its thonks to the Tyrone Guthrie

Theotre ond to oll those who coniributed in

some woy to moke such on ochievement

possible.


